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The Association for Integration of Refugees and Migrants (AIRM) is a Bulgarian NGO established July 2004 under the Law for non-profit entities as a civil initiative of former Refugee Agency employees, lawyers, journalists and social workers. It operates as a non-profit organization independent from governmental institutions.

The main objectives of AIRM are the promotion of social and cultural integration of recognized refugees and migrants planning to stay on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria, by means of targeted programmes and projects. Also to represent the interests and rights of this  category of foreigners before the administrative, governmental and municipal authorities and the media, to raise the awareness of the Bulgarian society about their problems, as well as to participate actively in the process of developing a sustainable civil society network in Bulgaria.

The most important social services of the organization are: 

· Providing assistance to the State Agency for Refugees, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy and UNHCR in the process of elaborating a long-term National programme for integration of recognised refugees in the Bulgarian society;
· AIRM prepared a compilation of legal acts regulating the socio – economic, educational and cultural rights and obligations of recognized refugees;
· Training of representatives of governmental, non-governmental sector and local authorities on all aspects of the social work with refugees and migrants;
· Launching fundraising campaigns for realization of projects and programs related to problems resolution regarding the adaptation and integration of refugees and migrants;
· Research on all aspects of adaptation and integration of refugees and migrants;
· Organizing training courses for refugees and migrants in Bulgarian language, history, traditions and culture, the role of the Bulgarian state institutions, local authorities and NGO's;
· Organizing courses on development of national and transnational projects with EU funding (development, implementation, evaluation and reporting of projects);
· Providing expertise on application for EU financial assistance (funds, projects, programs, access, requirements, resources, cooperation);
· Participation in the development and implementation of programmes and courses for training of students on all aspects of the social work with refugees.
· Providing social counselling to refugees and migrants with regard to access to social assistance, registration with the employment services or acquiring of Bulgarian citizenship.

AIRM’s partners/co-operating organizations: 

· The Bulgarian State Agency for Refugees - main government administrative body responsible for refugee status determination procedure and care of asylum seekers. 
· UNHCR BO Sofia 

· Bulgarian Red Cross

· Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC)

· CARITAS-Bulgaria

· ACET, a counselling centre for victims of torture

· Council of Refugee Women in Bulgaria

· Major Bulgarian Universities – Shoumen University, Sofia University, New Bulgarian University
· Hungarian Association for Migration (Menedek)

Institutional contacts of the Association:

· The Bulgarian State Agency for Refugees 

· Different Bulgarian ministries, particularly Ministry of Interior (Directorate for Migration), Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health Care

· Local and regional authorities

· Local Social welfare services

· The National Employment Service and its territorial units

· Bulgarian Universities and other educational institutions

· International and national non-governmental organizations

· Media

Projects:
1. “FAMILIARIZING THE UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS WITH THE MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT IN SOCIAL WORK WITH REFUGEES” - AIRM developed and successfully acccomplished in 2005 this Project funded by Regional Competence Development Network Process (CDNP) Grant Scheme 2005/ UNHCR Regional Office Budapest and the Hungarian Association for Migration (Menedék), in partnership with the State Agency for Refugees and the UNHCR Branch Office in Bulgaria.
The project was designed to respond to the growing interest among the academic institutions to include social work with refugees in their training programs. It aimed to address the need for university professors competent to develop curriculum for educating of social workers that reflects the fundamental areas of knowledge related to social work with refugee as set out in the Minimum Standards for Curricula Development for Higher Education Programs, as well as to lecture on these issues. It was planned and implemented within the framework of the Regional Competence Development Network and in accordance with its overall goal to strengthen the protection capacity of the individuals and institutions involved in the refugee filed. 
The project’s immediate aims were:

· to initiate and deliver a 5 day training course that will enhance the target group’s understanding of the fundamental issues related to social work with refugees as set out in the Minimum Standards For Development Of Curriculum For Social Work Education;

· to initiate the establishment of a network of academic institutions offering education in social work with refugees, thereby allowing for exchange of knowledge and development of joint research initiatives in the area of social work with refugees.

And its longer term aims:

· to help higher education institutions develop and adopt curriculum that reflect the fundamentals related to social work with refugees as set out in the Minimum standards for development of curriculum for social work education;

· to contribute to the development of qualified human resources competent to provide effective social protection to refugees.

The Project framework originally planned for the attendance of 21 professors from 5 Universities- Shumen University, Sofia University, New Bulgarian University, Trakia University – Stara Zagora, and the Вourgas Free University. As a result of continued interest, additional invitations were extended to 4 professors from 3 new Universities- University of Veliko Tarnovo, Medical University of Sofia and Southwestern University of Blagoevgrad. Therefore an additional 20 new professors were trained on issues related to social work with refugees and other aspects of national and international protection of refugees. Five professors, already with experience on refugee related problems have enhanced their capacity and skills. 
As a result of the Project 25 Professors from 8 Universities benefited from the organized event. AIRM on the other hand has laid the foundations for the establishment of an Academic Network in aid of future collaborations and development of activities related to Social Work with Refugees. The Association is in the process of developing a followup Project for the establishment of the Academic Network. Its implementation wil require respective funding and partnership with interested organizations working in this field.
2. “IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITIONS FOR SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF REFUGEES IN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA” – The overall objective of this Project developed by AIRM, is improvement of the conditions for social integration of foreigners who have been granted refugee or humanitarian status in the Republic of Bulgaria, through enhancement of the institutional capacity of the officers of the Directorates “Social assistance” and the “Employment services” in Sofia. Target groups: Social workers of the above Directorates, experts of the Ministry of labour and social policy, the Agency for social assistance and the Employment Agency. Basic activities: seminar, theoretical and practical training courses at the State Agency for Refugees, preparation of a draft handbook for social work with foreigners with refugee and humanitarian status, press-conference, dissemination of information about the project results. Project duration: 12 months. 

The implementation of this Project depends on possibilities to attract sources for funding and partnering organizations.
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